COMMON COW-WHEAT,   Melampyrum pretense  L.

361. Common Cow-Wheat, Melampyrum pretense L. (X -});
annual herb chiefly in woods and parasitic on roots; stems
branched from well above the base, glabrous or minutely haiiy;
'eaves opposite, sessile or nearly so, linear-lanceolate to lanceo-
late, narrowed to the base, tapered to the apex, but rather blunt,
cnost of them entire, but the uppermost among the flowers often
pinnately lobulate or toothed towards the base; no stipules;
flowers (A, X 2) mostly all turned one way, axillary, solitary,
shortly stalked; calyx (B, X H-) deeply 44obed, lobes linear,
longer than the tube; corolla pale pure yellow, about twice as

long as the calyx, 2-lipped, the upper lip hood-like, the lower flat
with 3 short lobes, the mouth of the tube nearly closed; stamens
(C, X 5) 4, hidden in the corolla; ovary (D, x 5) not lobed, with
2 loculi and 2 ovules in each attached near the base: capsule
(E, X H) obliquely ovate, compressed, splitting on one side;
seeds (F, X 2) 4, oblong-obovoid, contracted at the base,
blackish and smooth (family Scrophulariaceae).

The upper lip of -the corolla acts as a hood and protects the
anthers from rain. Nectar is secreted by a lobe projecting down-
wards from the base of the ovary, and is stored at the base of the
corolla. It is protected from rain by a circle of converging hairs.
In addition to the floral nectary the bracts are provided with
nectar-secreting hairs (extra floral nectaries).
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